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EuropeanPioneers:  
4.5 Million Euros of EU Funds for Startups 

§ Startup-builder etventure and Fraunhofer IAIS Partner in the EU Accelerator 
EuropeanPioneers 

§ 25 Startups and SMEs in the areas of Smart City Services, Social Connected 
TV, Pervasive Gaming and E-Learning will be supported 

§ Applications open 1st September at www.europeanpioneers.eu  

Berlin/Sankt Augustin, 27th August 2014 – Over the next two years, the EU funding 
pogramme “EuropeanPioneers“ will support 25 startups and SMEs in the European 
Union with a total of 4.5 million Euros. The scheme targets businesses active in the 
fields of Smart City Services, Social Connected TV, Pervasive Gaming and E-Learning. 
The aim of the project is to boost media-sector startups and SMEs with innovative 
business models. The application deadline for the first round is 31st October 2014. 
Interested companies can apply online from 1st September at 
www.europeanpioneers.eu. 
 
In the course of the 8-month programme, the selected startups will receive funding of 
between 50,000 and 250,000 Euros each, as well as access to the technologies of the 
powerful FIWARE and FI-CONTENT software platforms. The platforms provide open- 
source software, software as a service and cloud service infrastructures for the digital 
industry. These technologies have been developed by companies and research institu-
tions in the context of the EU’s “Future Internet Public Private Partnership”. 
 
The participants will also be supported by experienced coaches in areas including con-
cept and business model development, milestone-planning, user-testing, team-
building, marketing and financing. In addition, the programme offers access to men-
tors and a strong network of useful business contacts. This year, 5 companies will be 
accepted onto the programme, and two more application rounds in 2015 will select a 
further 10 participants each. 
 
EuropeanPioneers is a consortium of innovation experts from all over Europe, led by 
startup-builder etventure (Berlin) in collaboration with the following partners: the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Intelligent Analysis and Information Systems IAIS (Sankt Augus-
tin), Weblify (Poland), Thoughtbox (Ireland) and F-Secure (Finland). EuropeanPioneers is 
one of 16 accelerators which will distribute a total of 80 million Euros to innovative 
companies on behalf of the European Union. 
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More Information 
 
www.europeanpioneers.eu  
 
 
About etventure 
The Startup-builder etventure identifies, develops and tests innovative digital business 
applications for companies and on its own behalf. If the market tests are positive, a 
new business is built out of the idea, either within the existing company or as an inde-
pendent startup. etventure was founded in 2010 by Philipp Depiereux, Philipp Her-
mann and Christian Lüdtke and employs around 60 staff at its Berlin, Hamburg, Mu-
nich and Zürich offices. www.etventure.com. 
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About Fraunhofer IAIS 
The Fraunhofer Institute for Intelligent Analysis and Information Systems IAIS develops 
tailor-made IT solutions to support companies and organizations optimize products, 
services and processes, as well as to implement intelligent information management. 
There is a particular focus on the analysis, access and targeted use of Big Data, new 
media technologies and solutions for innovative business and security processes. In 
order to support customers in their information management and decision-making 
processes, around 200 researchers use innovative technologies such as knowledge 
extraction, visual analytics and data mining to provide them with holistic analyses of 
large amounts of data. Semantic and adaptive media applications open up new possi-
bilities for linking data and knowledge and for making them accessible via the Internet. 
By utilizing business intelligence solutions the Fraunhofer IAIS team is able to optimize 
its customers' business, IT and security processes and so improve their business success. 
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The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is the leading organization for applied research in Europe. Its research activities are conducted by 67 Fraunhofer  
Institutes and research units at over 40 different locations throughout Germany. The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft employs a staff of around 23,000, 
who work with an annual research budget totaling 2 billion euros. More than 70 percent of this sum is generated through contract research on 
behalf of industry and publicly funded research projects. Branches in the Americas and Asia serve to promote international cooperation. 
 
 

 


