
Thursday, January 13 

 FRIAS, Albertstraße 19

7.00pm  OpenIng OF the cOnFeRence
 
7.30pm  Mark Fenster (University of Florida)
 comparative governance and 
 comparative conspiracy theories

Friday, January 14 

 haus zur Lieben hand, 
 großer Saal, Löwenstraße 16

9.00am –  cOnSpIRAcY theORIeS: 
12.45pm gLOBAL AnD LOcAL

 chair: Patrick Keller 
 (Konrad-Adenauer Foundation, Berlin)

 Andrew McKenzie 
 (Forschungszentrum, gotha)
 the transfer of Anti-Illuminati 
 conspiracy theories to the United States
 in the Late 18th century

 Stephan Schmid 
 (American University of Beirut)
 hezbollah between pan-Islamic 
 Ideology and Local politics:
 conspiracy theories as Medium of   
 political Mobilization and Integration

10.30am – 11.00am: coffee break
  
 Christopher Herbert 
 (University of Washington, Seattle)
 the Society of Death and Anglo-
 American Fears of Secret Organizations
 in gold Rush california, 1849-1858

 Christoph Herzog 
 (Bamberg University)
 Small and Large Scale conspiracy 
 theories and their problems:
 An example from turkey

 conclusion by chair

2.30pm – the US AnD
6.15pm the MIDDLe eASt

 chair: John Heathershaw 
 (University of exeter)

 David Rose 
 (goldsmiths college, 
 University of London)
 the Other British empire: conspiracy 
 theories in Iran and America

 Shirin Fathi 
 (hamburg University)
 From Mosaddeq to hAARp:
 Some Aspects of the conspirational
 component of US-Iranian Relations

4.00pm – 4.30pm: coffee break

 Aaron Winter 
 (University of Abertay, Dundee)
 My enemies Must Be Friends:
 the American extreme-Right, 
 conspiracy theory and the Middle east

 André Sleiman 
 (L’École des hautes etudes en 
 Sciences Sociales, paris)
 “Zionising” the Middle east: Rumours
 of the “Kissinger plan” in Lebanon, 
 1973-1983

 conclusion by chair

This conference, a joint 
venture of the Schools 
of History and Language 
& Literature, is a highly 
interdisciplinary endea
vour, bringing together 

scholars from the fields of history, 
Islamic studies, political science, 
 sociology,  media studies, law, an
thropology, cultural studies, and 
American  studies. 
Its goals are twofold: on the one 
hand, it seeks to explore how the 
United States figures in Middle 
Eastern conspiracy theories and vice 
versa; on the other, it aims to probe 
if and how concepts and methods 
developed in order to understand 
American conspiracy theories can be 
used to describe similar phenomena 
in the Middle East.



saTurday, January 15 

 haus zur Lieben hand, 
 großer Saal, Löwenstraße 16

9.00am – eVeRYDAY “KnOWLeDge”
10.45am OF cOnSpIRAcY 

 chair: John Heathershaw 
 (University of exeter)

 Türkay Salim Nefes 
 (University of Kent)
 political parties’ perceptions of conspiracy
 theories: the Dönme case in turkey

 Annika Rabo 
 (Stockholm University)
 “It has All Been planned”:
 talking About Us and powerful Others in  
 contemporary Syria

 conclusion by chair

10.45am – 11.15am: coffee break

11.15am – cOnSpIRAcY
1.00pm In the WhIte hOUSe 

 chair: Patrick Keller 
 (Konrad Adenauer Foundation, Berlin)

 Brian C. Johnsrud 
 (Stanford University)
 ‘“new crusaders”: historiography, the   
 conspiratorial crusade novel,
 and the politicization of crusade Rhetoric
 after 9/11

 Sebastian Herrmann 
 (Leipzig University)
 crude theories? Larry Beinhart’s novels 
 on the Bush presidencies
 as narrativizations of the “crisis of 
 Representation”

 conclusion by chair

2.00pm – theORIZIng cOnSpIRAcY 
4.15pm theORIeS

 chair: Michael Butter

 Alexander Dunst 
 (University of nottingham)
 Ordinary paranoia: Rethinking 
 (American) conspiracy Studies

 Matthew Gray 
 (Australian national University, canberra)
 Western theories about conspiracy 
 theories and the Middle eastern context:
 the Scope and Limits of explanatory 
 transpositions

COnsPiraCy ThEOriEs
in ThE MiddLE EasT

and ThE uniTEd sTaTEs:
a COMParaTiVE

aPPrOaCh
JANUARY 13–15, 2011

FReIBURg InStItUte FOR ADVAnceD StUDIeS 
ALBeRt-LUDWIgS-UnIVeRSItÄt FReIBURg

SchOOL OF hIStORY / SchOOL OF LAngUAge & LIteRAtURe

 Birte Christ 
 (gießen University)
 “What kind of man are you?”:
 the gendered Foundations of U.S. 
 conspiracism and Recent conspiracy
 Scholarship

 conclusion by chair

4.15pm – 4.45pm: coffee break

4.45pm – cOMMentS AnD DIScUSSIOn
6.00pm 
 chair: Maurus Reinkowski

 Peter Knight (University of Manchester)
 Reinhard Schulze (Bern University)

Organizers: 
Michael Butter & Maurus Reinkowski
www.frias.uni-freiburg.de


