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Fraunhofer establishes new Big Data Alliance

Big Data is one of the key research and strategy topics for the world of busi-
ness. Now 24 Fraunhofer Institutes have come together to pool their expertise
in the new Big Data Alliance, creating a single point of contact for companies,
politicians and researchers. The alliance will make its debut appearance at Ce-
BIT 2014 (Hall 9, Booth E40).

There were some two sextillion bytes of data stored worldwide last year. Being able to
efficiently analyze and structure the ubiquitous flood of data allows us to improve the
quality of information and business processes. Companies can develop new ideas and
business models. Taking the example of Industry 4.0, smart sensors in manufacturing
equipment can help in the early detection of potential stoppages and in automated
error analysis. Big Data offers a host of benefits for almost any sector.

“But it's incredibly important to combine the required IT expertise with sector-specific
knowledge. In surveys, companies report that this is a major barrier for them,” says
Prof. Stefan Wrobel, head of the new alliance and the Fraunhofer Institute for Intelli-
gent Analysis and Information Systems IAIS. “This was one reason why we wanted to
pool the Big Data expertise of several Fraunhofer Institutes. We want to pursue a com-
prehensive approach.”

The alliance is organized into clusters that line up with markets and customer groups:
Life Sciences, Production, Logistics, Energy and Environment, Security, and Financial
and Insurance. Each member institute has experts in all key sectors who bring the nec-
essary specialist knowledge and Big Data experience to the table. Dovetailing this prac-
tical knowledge with international research activities means that the scientists are al-
ways in a position to relay the latest findings and methods to the customer. Data pro-
tection and security are also important parts of any project and feature among the
alliance’s competences.

Implementing major projects

By pooling wide-ranging capacities, the alliance can carry even giant projects — inde-
pendently and for any service provider. What's more, the alliance gives companies a
chance to collaborate strategically. Member institutes help companies build expertise
and work up solutions that can then be applied to traditional business processes, pro-
duction and logistics, and also to research and product development.
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high-performance IT infrastructure.
Transferring knowledge

Another focal point is the training and advancement of “data scientists.” By offering a
comprehensive training concept, the alliance enables Big Data newcomers as well as
experts and managers to gather the experience they need. The training on offer ranges
from Big Data management and implementation into technical systems and architec-
tures, to further training in specific Big Data application areas such as text analytics.
And there are even more training modules for various sectors and business areas in the
pipeline. Also planned are certifications and training opportunities through the
Fraunhofer Academy.

Further information

Dr. Dirk Hecker

Fraunhofer Alliance Big Data
phone 02241 14-1509
dirk.hecker@iais.fraunhofer.de
www.bigdata.fraunhofer.de

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is the leading organization for applied research in Europe. Its research activities are conducted by 67 Fraunhofer
Institutes and research units at over 40 different locations throughout Germany. The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft employs a staff of around 23,000,
who work with an annual research budget totaling 2 billion euros. More than 70 percent of this sum is generated through contract research on
behalf of industry and publicly funded research projects. Branches in the Americas and Asia serve to promote international cooperation.



