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The Role of Bedouin and Tribes in the Formation of the Modern State  

in the Arab East: 

Historical and Contemporary Perspectives 
 

�ء ا	و	� ا	���� �� ا	���ق ا	��������� دور ا	�اوة وا	����� �� ��  
 

Conference at the German Orient-Institut Beirut 

Beirut, 10-11 June 2010 

 

Programme 
 

 

Thursday, 10th of June 2010 
 

9:30 Stefan Leder 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

�د�� ا	���ق ا	���� ا	���"�: ا	�� ر ا�ول �	 ��#�ا	)'�ا��� ا&%$�  
Panel 1: Mapping out the steppe as a social space 

 

Chair:  Adnan al-Bakhit                                           )�*�	ن ا�,#  

(University of Jordan, Amman) 

9:45 - 10:30 Astrid Meier 

(University of Zurich): 

Nomadic tribes, migratory cycles, changing ecological conditions and political 

contexts 

 ����      ا	�$�	�  ا7�8 	 %��ا�و6�ع ،وا	��$34  رات ا	$���لوود ،ا	���0/ ا	�و��: أ-$��

�-�� �6; أ:�ه� ا	                 �<    
 

10:30 – 11:15 

 

Jihad Al Mheisen 

(Jordan) 

Social geography of the Bedouin in the Arab East: The case of Jordan 

  الأردندراسة حالة : الجغرافيا الاجتماعية للبدو في المشرق العربي : جهاد المحيسن 
 

 

11:15 – 11:30 Coffee Break 
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 �,�ا	 @�0? ا	$�ر�*�� وا	�<�در ا	�= �� 	��وا�� ا	�$او	� #; �اوة ا	���ق ا	����:ا	�� ر ا	�  
 

Panel 2: Historical documents and narratives of change in the steppe 

Chair:  Ali Mahafzah                                                �4�� #�� ا	��

(University of Jordan, Amman) 

11:30 – 12:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12:15 – 13:00 

Nora Barakat 

(University of California, Berkeley) 

Contested Categories in Late Ottoman Administration: The “Tribe” in Land Sales 

and Property Disputes in 19
th
 Century Salt 

� : , را ��آ�تB��# زع��$� ���DE    �,� ا	���B�	ا �F: " �� أوا�����	��7 " ا��	ت ا��ز#�� ��
H�<	را�6 �� ا�ا Iو��  ��   ��# I-�  ا	��ن ا	$

 

Muhammad ‘Abdalhamid al-Hamad 

(Raqqa) 

The competition between Shawaya and ahl-al-ibl in the Raqqa region, 1900-

1960 

 ا	��� ا	���# 1960  - �1900/ �� ����J ا	��E 8ا	<�اع ��; ا	� ا�� وأه/ ا: ���  

 
13:00 – 13:45 Johann Büssow 

(Martin Luther University, Halle) 

History as a contested field: Recent Arabic publications on the history of the 

`Anaza tribes in Syria 

�إ"ارات  : منازعاتا	$�ر�P آ��/  :� ه�ن � -  % ����# /0��E Pر��R ة ة � لS�#

 ا	> ر��

 
13:45 – 15:15 Lunch Break 

 

 

 T	� �� ا	��د�� ا	$� &ت ا	>��-�� وا&%$��#��:ا	�� ر ا	�
Panel 3: Political and social change in the steppe 

 

Chair:  

 

Frederic Matouk                                       ق $��   Uد�����  

(Lebanese University, Beirut) 

 

15:15 – 16:00 Massoud Daher 

(Lebanese University, Beirut) 

                                                           المعاصر المشرق العربيبداوة في لالتحولات الإجتماعية ل :مسعود ضاهر 
The Social Changes in the Bedouin society of the contemporary Arab East  

 



3 

 

16:00 – 16:45 Mohamad Al Dbyat 

(Institut Français du Proche Orient, Damascus) 

�ت : �
	� ا�����ت ���ر�� ا���� و������ �� ����ت  "�!�  ا���و ا���#���  
� �&%  ا�$را���                  '�
 أوا,� ا�+�� ا�+*	�(� و��� ا���) ا�

Sedentarisation and agricultural policies in central Syria from the late Ottoman 

period until today 

 

16:45 – 17:30 Martha Mundy 

(London School of Economics) 

Agricultural and pastoral land use and land tenure 

ي , � �R�� :# �� ،و���	را�6 ا�را#�� واS	را�6 ا�را�6ا���7 ا  

 

 

 

Friday, 11th of June 2010 

 

 

Iا��	ر ا ��	ا:�"�ا	��3 وا�#�اف ا	�و�� �� �)$���ت ا	���ق ا	���� ا	��  
Panel 4: Social values and norms associated with Bedouin life in societies 

of the modern Arab East 

 

Chair:  Faleh A. Jabar                                          ر� ا	)��# X	�  ا	آ$ ر �

(Iraqi Studies Center, Beirut) 

 

10:00 – 10:45 Stefan Leder 

(Martin Luther University, Halle; Orient Institut Beirut) 

Contemporary representations of tribal history: The case of the Anzeh 

�ر�P ا	�اوة: -$�=�ن 	�ر R 3��Sة: ,��ذج ���"�ة 	$�# �  ,� ذ%ً

 
10:45 – 11:30 Khaldoun Al Naqeeb                    

(University of Kuwait) 

  في القرن الواحد والعشرين  السياسية القبليةفي  التاريخيةالتحولات : خلدون النقيب 
 في المشرق العربي                 

The historical changes in the political framing of tribalism in the Arab East 

 

 

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee Break 

11:45 – 12:30 Haila Mekaimi 

(University of Kuwait) 

  منظمة : في الكويت  الإسلاميةالقبلية والدولة في فكر الجماعة : هيله حمد المكيمي 
    المية للتنمية الاجتماعية نموذجاًعبس الع                     

Tribe and state in the thought of the Jama`a Islamiyya of Kuwait: The case of  

International Abs Organization for social development 
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12:30 – 13:15 Ahmad ‘Uwaidi al-‘Abbadi 

(University of Cambridge) 

  ا�*���4 ا�#���� ���اوة ا��و�� ا�
��*� �� ا�	2�ق ا�+��� ا�	+�0�: ا�	� ����ي ا�+��دي 
The political culture of the modern state’s Bedouins in the contemporary Arab 

East 

 

13:15 – 14:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14:00 – 14:30 

Rami Zurayk, Hamra Abu ‘Eid 

(American University of Beirut) 

From Pasture to Pasteurized: Livelihoods and Food Economy of the Abu `Eid 

Bedouins of Hawsh al Arab and Hawsh al Nabi (Biqa`, Lebanon) 

كسب الرزق واقتصاد :  من الرعي إلى الاستقرار الرعوي :  حمرا أبو عيد ، رامي زريق
  الكفاية لدى بدو حوش العرب وحوش النبي في البقاع اللبناني

 

Conclusion                                                 جلسة ختامية 
  

  

 


