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The Irmgard Coninx Foundation, the WZB Berlin
Social Science Center and the Haus der Kulturen
der Welt (HKW) cordially invite you to two lec-
tures and discussions as part of the 18th Berlin
Roundtables on Transnationality.

After the Change:

1989 and the Social Sciences in
the post-Cold War Era

The end of the Cold War is commonly percei-
ved as a major caesura in world history, which
fundamentally altered political, economic and
social formations across the globe. However,
the beginnings and the consequences of this
change remain highly controversial. As such,
the 18th Berlin Roundtables wants to focus on
the implications of this revolutionary process
for the social sciences and humanities: To what
extent has the end of the Cold War influenced
the way contemporary scholarship concep-
tualizes and approaches the world? What new
questions, concepts and fields have come to the
fore? How do these changes connect to broader
transformations in the pre and post-1989 land-
scape? What is the new grand narrative of our
post 1989 era?

Lectures will be followed by discussion and a
reception.

Wednesday, June 18,2014, 6 p.m.

Jirgen Kocka: 1989/91 als Zdsur in den
Geschichtswissenschaften. Ein person-
licher Rickblick

Der Umbruch kam iiberraschend. Wer aus der
Geschichte zu lernen versucht hatte, sah sich
getduscht. Wie verarbeitet man das als Sozial-
historiker? DDR-Zusammenbruch und Wieder-
vereinigung ermoglichten politisches Engag-
ement und zwangen zu wissenschaftsinstituti-
oneller Arbeit. Als Historiker in der Politik - was
blieb davon tbrig? National-, europa- und welt-
geschichtlich war 1989-91 eine tiefe Zasur. Wie
haben sich dadurch das Denken und die Praxis
in der Geschichtswissenschaft verandert? Ein
personlicher Riickblick.

Jurgen Kocka zdhlt zu den renommiertesten
Historiker weltweit. Nach Studien in Marburg,
Wien, Berlin und Chapel Hill wurde er mit ei-
ner Arbeit zum Verhdltnis von Kapitalismus
und Biirokratie in der deutschen Industrialisie-
rung promoviert. Er gehort zu den Begriindern
der Historischen Sozialwissenschaft. Neben
der Geschichte der Arbeit und des Biirgertums
standen die Sozialgeschichte der DDR und die
historische Komparatistik im Zentrum seines
Interessens. Von 2001 bis 2007 war Jiirgen Kocka
Prasident des WZB. Seit 2008 ist er Vizeprasi-
dent der Berlin-Brandenburgischen Akademie
der Wissenschaften und Permanent Fellow am
Internationalen Geisteswissenschaftlichen Kol-
leg ,Arbeit und Lebenslauf in globalgeschicht-
licher Perspektive” der Humboldt-Universitdt.
Zuletzt erschien von ihm ,Geschichte des Kapi-
talismus”, C.H. Beck 2013.

The lecture will be held in German and an Eng-
lish translation will be provided.

Venue: WZB, Room 300

Friday, June 20, 2014, 6.p.m.

Dipesh Chakrabarty: 1989: Postcolonial
Criticism and After

What comes after postcolonial criticism? In
addressing this question, the lecture will cri-
tically assess the origins and achievements of
postcolonial theory and offer some thoughts
regarding its relevance to the contemporary
world. Can notions of modernity, history and
social science, dominated by Eurocentric thin-
king, still be applied to the developing world?
Has the historical turn of 1989 and globalization
also turned the perception of modernity rooted
in European thinking around?

Dipesh Chakrabarty is Professor in History, Sou-
th Asian Languages and Civilizations, and the
Law School at the University of Chicago. In his
works he has challenged the concept of a Eu-
rocentric historicism from a post-colonial and
subaltern studies’ perspective. In his acclaimed
book “Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought
and Historical Difference” (engl. 2000; 2007; dt.
2011) he entangles limitations of Western no-
tions of modernity, culture, class and homoge-
nous capitalist and democratic developments.
Most recently his research focuses on anthro-
pogenic climate change and its implications for
historical thinking, on the history of the idea of
historical truth, and on historical genealogies of
crowd-politics in India.

Vortrag in englischer Sprache

Venue: HKW, John-Forster-Dulles-Allee 10




