CORPUS CORANICUM-LECTURE 2018

THE ORIGINS AND MODIFICATIONS
OF THE BLUE QUR’AN

An event of the long-term project ,Corpus Coranicum”, member of
the Centre of Ancient Studies of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of
Sciences and Humanities

Thursday, 6 December 2018, 6 p.m.
Academy Building — Gendarmenmarkt
Einstein Hall, JagerstraBe 22-23, 10117 Berlin

Please register until 30.11.2018: www.bbaw.de/cc18

The Blue Qur’an has long been recognised as one of the most significant
examples of early Islamic manuscript production, but its exact origins have
not yet been firmly established. Past scholarly theories have suggested
various locations and contexts including Abbasid Iraq, Fatimid North Africa,
Aghlabid North Africa or Sicily and Umayyad Spain. In order to more fully
understand the Blue Qur’an and determine its origins, three important
aspects will be examined: The background tradition of purple and blue
manuscripts in Europe, the Middle East and the Far East in the late Antique
and early medieval periods. The material ways in which the Blue Qur'an
has altered since its production, including natural changes to pigments and
man-made alterations introduced to the manuscript. New art historical
evidence and analysis that points firmly to a specific historical context and
place and date of production.

Marcus Fraser is Honorary Keeper of Islamic Manuscripts and Miniatures at
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, UK. His research focuses on the Islamic
arts of the book, particularly Qur’anic calligraphy and illumination, and
Persian and Mughal painting. He has catalogued many significant museum
and private collections of Islamic manuscripts and is currently cataloguing the
Islamic manuscripts and Indian miniatures at the Fitzwilliam Museum. Other
recent projects have included contributions to exhibition catalogues at the
Cleveland Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and the Palace
Museum, Beijing.

Weitere Informationen
Kirsten Schroder / kschroeder@bbaw.de
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"Blue Qur'an", Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Introduction
Angelika Neuwirth
FU Berlin

Lecture
Marcus Fraser
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, UK

Admission free.
Registration required.

Anfahrt

S-Bahn bis FriedrichstraBe / U2 bis Hausvog-
teiplatz oder Stadtmitte / U6 bis Franzésische
StraBe oder Stadtmitte. Bei Anfahrt mit dem
eigenen PKW empfehlen wir die Nutzung
der umliegenden Parkhauser.




