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MCC Press Release 

"Climate Excuses" makes you fit for discussions  

An exceptional entertainment tool based on an MCC study helps you familiarise yourself with the 
argumentation patterns of climate protection preventers. 
 
Berlin, 12/01/2021. The study was a bestseller in the research literature, leading to more than 2,000 
Twitter comments within a few days, translations of core statements into numerous languages, and a far 
above-average press response. Under the heading "Discourses of climate delay", a research team led by the 
Berlin-based climate research institute MCC (Mercator Research Institute on Global Commons and Climate 
Change) analysed the current debate on climate policy and drew up a typology of action-preventing 
arguments. Now the paper, which appeared in the journal Global Sustainability in 2020, has an innovative 
offshoot: a web-based learning game that helps people quickly familiarise themselves with this topic in an 
entertaining way. The computer animation "Climate Excuses" was developed by the MCC, together with the 
klimafakten.de science portal. 
 
"With the commitment to climate neutrality in 2050 and the tightening of climate targets for 2030, there 
is increasing momentum in the EU to fight global heating," says William Lamb, researcher in the MCC 
working group Applied Sustainability Science, who coordinated the original study. "It is to be expected that 
this will also mobilise political counterforces, so it is good if their arguments, which often appear harmless, 
are recognised by as many people as possible as instruments of a prevention strategy. Our exceptional 
communication project is intended to support this."  
 
In the learning game "Climate Excuses", the aim is to draw speech bubbles with a total of 12 frequently 
heard statements on climate policy onto four figures. Each of them embodies one of the following basic 
arguments: propagating measures that are too weak, emphasising the disadvantages, redirecting 
responsibility, or capitulating prematurely. "The tricky thing is that there is always a grain of truth in all such 
statements," says MCC researcher Lamb. "But these important aspects of the climate debate often become 
instruments of a prevention strategy that aims to avoid stringent action and protect material assets in the 
short term. That is why ambitious climate protection requires clear communication. Our study makes a 
contribution to this." At the end of the game, there is a poster-sized infographic that presents all the 
arguments at a glance.  
 
The entry point to the web-based learning game "Climate Excuses" can be found here: 
https://www.klimafakten.de/climate_excuses 
 
About the MCC 
The MCC explores sustainable management as well as the use of common goods such as global 

https://www.mcc-berlin.net/en/about/team/lamb-william.html
https://www.klimafakten.de/climate_excuses
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environmental systems and social infrastructures against the background of climate change. Our seven 
working groups are active in the fields of economic growth and development, resources and international 
trade, cities and infrastructure, governance and scientific policy advice. The MCC was co-founded by the 
Mercator Foundation and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK).  
 
Further information: 

• Original MCC press release on the study "Discourses of climate delay", including the link to the 
scientific publication: 
https://www.mcc-berlin.net/en/news/information/information-detail/article/the-argumentation-
patterns-of-climate-action-preventers.html 

• Download of the Download of the poster-sized infographic (1.8 MB, optimised for A2 size print 
out): 
https://www.mcc-berlin.net/climate_excuses.pdf 
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