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Digital HIRA (Herder Institute Research Academy) Book Launch is an event series launched by the Herder Institute for Historical  Research 
on East Central Europe, Institute of the Leibniz Association. We have developed the series to support a vivid academic exchange and 
discussion at a time when personal contacts remain restricted. The Digital HIRA Book Launch brings together  alumni, current HIRA 
fellows, and interested colleagues offering the newest results of our research to the broader public.

UNKNOWN PERIPHERY—PERIPHERY OF INSECURITY? 
Security Discourses about the Czechoslovak Province Podkarpatská Rus (1918–1938)

The demise of the empires in Eastern Europe led to the formation of nation states. In this process, the First Czechoslovak 
Republic (1918–1938) was composed of various territories of the former Habsburg monarchy. So, one can find strong 
differences in terms of constitutional, social, cultural and economic aspects in the respective parts of the country—partic-
ularly in the Podkarpatská Rus on which Sebastian Ramisch-Paul focusses. This region was characterized by a population 
structure in which members of the titular nation of the new national state—i.e. Czechs and Slovaks—were predominantly 
present in the administrative centers and in the surrounding areas in their function as state employees. 

Using the methodological approach of historical security studies, the author shows how ideas of security were shaped 
by the knowledge of the respective actors and vice versa how security discourses were influenced by the (lacking) 
knowledge on focussing on Podkarpatská Rus. For them, the “unknown periphery” and its inhabitants in the East of the 
country were the subject of numerous discourses of securitization due to their geostrategic location between Poland, 
Romania and Hungary. Hence, this book contributes on the question how minority-majority relations and their juridical 
frame influenced both identity building and ‘security’ as a societal value in these contexts. 


