MOVING BEYOND THE 'POST-SOVIET’:
Future Approaches of Urbban Studies in the Region

PODIUM DISCUSSION

In urban studies, the notion of ,post-Soviet* has
been used as a framework to describe shared
processes and experiences across the territory
of the former Soviet Union that are associated
with the legacy of this state. This has included
difficult/dissonant memorial and symbolic urban
landscapes, but also weak municipal governan-
ce, corruption risks, and radical neo-liberalism.
Russia‘s ongoing war against Ukraine has rein-
forced the already existing dissatisfaction with
this notion, which has been criticized for linking
today’s independent countries to a framework
of Russian domination. Instead, recent debates
sought to bring more into the focus the views
from the alleged periphery, i.e., the former So-
viet republics in Central Asia and the Caucasus,
and it has prompted researchers to revert to
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Euro-centric perspectives. The aim of this podi-
um discussion is to critically examine the notion
of ,post-Soviet’ in urban research, with a spe-
cific focus on built heritage, thus providing the
space for an open discussion regarding its past
uses, present criticism, and future alternatives.
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What have been considered constitutive features of
,post-Soviet* beyond its understanding as a spatial
container?

Does ‘post-Soviet’ as an analytical concept still provide
the necessary theoretical clarity and does it encompass
the spatial and structural transformations of the region?
What alternative frameworks exist and how are they
used in urban studies?

Where do ‘post-socialism’ and ‘post-Soviet’ intersect,
and where do they diverge? How can we critically look at
these two frameworks in comparison?

What are the differences between ‘post-Soviet’ and ot-
her alternative frameworks, such as authoritarian or
neoliberal urbanism?
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