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Coalitions are often condemned as undemocratic and 

unprincipled because of the compromises they involve. 

Politicians are accused of betraying the commitments 

they made during the election. Paradoxically, proponents 

of this view suggest that if compromises are to be made 

they should be pragmatic and based on policy rather 

than principle. Richard Bellamy disputes this thesis and 

defends compromise as both principled and democratic. He 

distinguishes a shallow compromise based on the maximal 

satisfaction of exogenously defi ned preferences from a 

deep compromise resulting from reasoning on principle, 

and argues it proves impossible to avoid the latter. Bellamy 

further suggests that the obligation to compromise forms 

part of the ethos of democracy, whereby citizens must 

agree despite their disagreements. While representatives 

will almost certainly betray their electoral mandate if 

obliged to make only shallow compromises, they can 

legitimately engage in deep compromises for their voters 

when they reason as they do.

The event will be followed by a reception.

Richard Bellamy, is Professor of Political 

Science and Director of the European 

Institute at University College London. 

He was educated at the University of 

Cambridge and the European University 

Institute at Florence. After three years as a 

Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at Nuffi eld 

College, Oxford he went on to lectureships at Cambridge 

and Edinburgh and then to Chairs at the Universities of East 

Anglia, Reading and Essex. He has held Visiting Fellowships 

at Nuffi eld College, Oxford; the EUI in Florence and 

Australia National University. He was Academic Director of 

the European Consortium for Political Research from 2002-

2006 and was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts 

in 2002 and a member of the Academy of Social Sciences in 

2008. 

Commentary: Christopher Gohl is head of 

the German Free Democrat Party‘s political 

planning unit. Gohl is a mediator, co-foun-

der of Procedere - Association for Procedu-

ral Practice, and a specialist on organized 

dialogue in politics. As senior consultant of 

IFOK, he coordinated the Regional Dia-

logue Forum Airport Frankfurt, Germany‘s largest political 

mediation. His recently published  dissertation, Procedural 

Politics: The Example Of Organized Dialogue, is a contributi-

on to an action theory of governance. 
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Moral Challenges in a Globalizing World
The ethical foundations of politics are being questioned in nearly all policy fi elds on national and international levels. How does today’s normative 
political theory approach long standing and newly emerging dilemmas? What do politicians see as their responsibility? Should there be a limit to, 
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Global Policy, the offi cial media partner of the Moral Challenges in a Globalizing World series, is an innovative and 
interdisciplinary journal bringing together world class academics and leading practitioners to analyse both public and private 
policy issues. For more information visit www.globalpolicyjournal.com.

If you wish to attend please complete the attached 

registration form and return it to us via 

Fax: +49-30-259 219 444 or 

Email: events@hertie-school.org
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Hertie School of Governance
Professor Mark Hallerberg, PhD
Professor of Public Management
and Political Economy 

Mark Hallerberg teaches Public Management and Politi-
cal Economy at the Hertie School of Governance and is 
the Director of the Fiscal Governance Centre. He has au-
thored and co-authored several books on public finance, 
including Domestic Budgets in a United Europe (2004), 
Fiscal Governance in Europe (2009), and Who Makes the 
Budget? (2009). He has published numerous articles and 
contributions on fiscal governance, tax competition, ex-
change rate choice and European politics. Hallerberg is 
affiliated with the Political Science Department at Emory 
University and has held academic positions at various 
American universities. He has performed consulting ser-
vices for ministries of finance and international organi-
sations, including the European Central Bank, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, and the World Bank.

Professor Mark Hallerberg, PhD
Director, Fiscal Governance Centre
Email:  hallerberg@hertie-school.org
Phone: +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -308
Fax:  +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -224

www.hertie-school.org

The Hertie School of Governance – founded and supported by

Director

Fiscal Governance Centre
Hertie School of Governance
Friedrichstraße 180  ·  10117 Berlin
Email: fgc@hertie-school.org
Phone +49 (0)30 - 259 219 -0  ·  Fax -111

Hertie School of Governance

The Hertie School of Governance prepares exceptional stu-
dents for leadership positions in government, business, and 
civil society. The School also offers experienced profession-
als the opportunity to deepen their skills in the field of pub-
lic management. A renowned international faculty with 
expertise in economics, business, law, political and social 
science take an interdisciplinary, policy-oriented approach 
to the School ś teaching and research agenda. The School 
actively engages in public debate with its wide range of 
events bringing together experts from theory and prac-
tice.  The Hertie School was founded in 2003 by the Hertie 
Foundation, which remains its major partner. The School 
continually expands its international network of partners 
to strengthen its position as Germany ś leading institution 
for teaching and research on public policy and governance.
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We kindly request that you register for this event.

In case of further questions, please call +49-30-259 219 118.


