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In times of digitization, internet, and mobile communication, the humanities can build on new, empi-

rically driven methods to gain new insights. But what are the implications of this mode of knowledge 

production for the various disciplines subsumed under the term humanities, their methods and research 

objects, and for the role the humanities should and could play in society? Together with experts from the 

various fields of the humanities, we would like to facilitate a dialogue between protagonists who embrace 

digital tools and those following and sustaining more traditional approaches. What kind of knowledge 

can we expect? What could be lost relying solely on digitally driven methods? What are the opportunities 

offered by the digital technologies, and what kind of challenges do these developments pose for the  

humanities? We invite researchers embracing digital humanities and scholars criticizing the digital tools 

to reflect on the developments, and to deliberate together about the future of the digital humanities.

With its Herrenhausen Conferences the Volkswagen foundation provides international experts as well as junior  

researchers with a platform for an intense dialogue on exciting new areas of research and innovative methodological 

approaches. The focus lies on current challenges provided by the field of research. We are interested in unanswered 

questions and unsolved problems – and in the respective research field’s relevance for society.
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for further information, application, and registration visit our website http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/digitalhumanities
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