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The Role and Future of Spatial Planning 
in Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 

The creation of permanent sustainable and environmen-
tally friendly (ecological) cities and regions is a major 
concern of spatial planning in Europe. On the one hand, 
such developments as the demographic and climate 
change, as well as debates on renewable energies or 
eco-system services and the labour market confront these 
countries with a number of complex issues, and present a 
major challenge to the planner’s field of activity. On the 
other, shifting basic political, economic and societal con-
ditions are causing changes in local value systems, and 
exerting an influence on spatial planning. These countries 
harbour a particularly great potential for transformation. In 
this context, the 10th Network Conference of spa-ce.net is 
concerned with determining the role and future of spatial 
planning in these parts of Europe. The following five ques-
tions may help take stock of the situation: 
1) What is spatial planning and development and how is 

it useful? 
2) How has the understanding of spatial planning and the 

planning culture developed to date, and what im-
portance has been accorded to the term sustainabil-
ity? 

3) How is the development of spatial planning reflected 
in the structure and organisation of the spatial plan-
ning system? 

4) What is the relationship between spatial planning and 
such sectoral planning fields as environmental or land-
scape planning? 

5) What challenges face spatial planning and develop-
ment, and what are the current approaches to over-
coming them? 

Conference Information 
Conference language: English 
Registration deadline: 20 September 
Conference fee: one day 25 Euro, both days 50 Euro 
(Cash payment on the day of the conference) 
 
Joint Network Secretariat at IOER and TU Dresden 
Andreas Ortner   Sarah Strugale 
Phone: +49 351 4679 261  Phone: +49 351 463 42339 
E-Mail: a.ortner@ioer.de E-Mail: sarah.strugale@ 

mailbox.tu-dresden.de 
 

spa-ce.net 
Network of Spatial Research and Planning 
in Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 

Spa-ce.net is a common-interest network of Central, East-
ern and South-Eastern European institutes and organisa-
tions active in the field of spatial research and planning. 
The network serves to share common visions, and to de-
velop trust and an interest in cooperation, as well as to 
motivate and mobilise major actors, and to encourage 
research. It also provides a forum for a meeting of minds 
and an exchange of information, experience and re-
search results. The network is always open to new mem-
bers. Our mission is to ensure sustainable development on 
the European continent by providing spatial research 
results to scientists, policy-makers and the interested pub-
lic. It can contribute significantly to improving the quality 
of life, to enhancing the protection and management of 
Europe’s cultural and natural heritage, and to creating 
new jobs and spurring economic growth. 

www.spa-ce.net 



 

Thursday, 26 September 
8.30 Arrival at IOER 
9.00 Opening of the Conference 

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Müller 
Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development 
(Germany) 
Session 1 (Moderation – Bernhard Müller) 

9.30 German Landscape Planning – management
instrument for the protection, maintenance and 
development of nature and landscape 
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wende 
Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development 
(Germany) 

10.00 Role of spatial planning on the municipal level in 
the process of preservation of areas of natural 
value in Poland. Legal regulations and practical 
aspects 
Dr. Beata Warczewska 
Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences (Poland) 

10.30 Coffee break 
11.00 The concept of landscape structure arrangement

in the spatial plan – opportunities and pitfalls 
Igor Kyselka 
Institute for Spatial Development – ÚÚR (Czech Republic) 

11.30 Status and handling of environmental subjects of 
protection in the spatial planning systems of 
Germany and Russia 
Dr. Peter Wirth* / Dr. Andrey Lappo** / 
Elena Közle* / Dr. Pavel Spirin** 
** Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development 
(Germany) 
** JSC Research and Design Institute of Urban Development – 
NIIPGradostroitelstva (Russia) 

12.00 Discussion 
12.30 Lunch break 

Session 2 (Moderation – Tamara Maričić) 
13.30 Specifics and recent development of Central

European planning culture 
Prof. Dr. Maroš Finka / Dr. Matej Jaššo 
Slovak University of Technology, Institute of Management, 
Department of Spatial Planning (Slovakia) 

14.00 Challenge of development and limits to space or 
spatial planning in a full world 
Dr. Kristīne Āboliņa 
University of Latvia (Latvia) 

14.30 Spatial planning - for whom and for what 
Prof. Dr. Borislav Stojkov 
Retired (working with Palgo Center) (Serbia) 

15.00 Coffee break 
15.30 Functional areas and "soft planning instruments" –

key for success in Central, Eastern and South 
Eastern Europe? 
Dr. Robert Knippschild 
Technische Universität Dresden (Germany) 

16.00 Spatial planning and up-to-date geoinformation in 
times of European Spatial Data Infrastructures 
Dr. Jiri Hiess 
Palacký University – UPOL (Czech Republic) 

16.30 The ‘open source’ approach in spatial planning: 
Applicability challenges in Bulgaria 
Dr. Elena Dimitrova 
University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy 
(Bulgaria) 

17.00 Discussion 
17.30 Closing 1st conference day 

  

  

Friday, 27 September 
8.30 Arrival at IOER 

Session 3 (Moderation – Kristīne Āboliņa) 
9.00 Spatial planning systems in Germany and Poland. 

Lessons from a cross-over examination 
Dr. Alexander Tölle 
German-Polish Research Institute at Collegium Polonicum in 
Słubice (Poland) 

9.30 Role of the Federal Government in spatial planning 
after the amendment of the German Spatial 
Planning Act in 2008 
Prof. Dr. Gerold Janssen 
Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development 
(Germany) 

10.00 Challenges of spatial planning in Poland – new 
concepts and tools in 2014-2020 
Dr. Adam Polko 
University of Economics in Katowice, Department of Spatial 
Economics (Poland) 

10.30 Coffee break 
11.00 Still looking for the right path – Slovenian planning 

system 20 years after 
Prof. Dr. Mojca Golobič / Dr. Naja Marot 
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Department of 
Landscape Architecture (Slovenia) 

11.30 The necessary interlinkage of the integrated
strategic urban planning framework and the 
changing spatial planning regime in Hungary 
Dr. Zsuzsanna Földi 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Research Center for Economic 
and Regional Studies, Institute for Regional Studies (Hungary) 

12.00 Discussion 
12.30 Lunch break 

Session 4 (Moderation – Maroš Finka) 
13.30 The renewal of strategic governance and planning 

at regional level in Serbia 
Dr. Miodrag Vujošević / Tamara Maričić / 
Dr. Slavka Zekovic 
Institute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia 
(Serbia) 

14.00 Urban revolutions and planning moguls. The rise
of participatory spatial management in Poland 
Prof. Dr. Mariusz Czepczyński 
University of Gdańsk (Poland) 

14.30 Spatial planning in Polish city-regions: local
autonomy and metropolitan-wide problems 
Prof. Dr. Tomasz Kaczmarek / Dr. Łukasz Mikuła / 
Prof. Dr. Andrzej Mizgajski 
Adam Mickiewicz University (Poland) 

15.00 Coffee break 
15.30 Functional zoning as instrument of spatial planning 

for territories traditional land use of indigenous 
peoples of the Russian North (on example 
Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug – Yugra) 
Dr. Dmitry Marinskikh 
Joint-Stock Company-Scientific production centre SibGeo (Russia)

16.00 Analysis of ecosystem services of urban
landscapes to ensure the urban resilience and 
environmental safety of the cities (by the example
of the city of Tyumen) 
Liliia Sulkarnaeva 
Tyumen State University, Institute of Terrestrial Science (Russia) 

16.30 Discussion 
17.00 Concluding remarks and perspectives 

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Müller 
Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development 
(Germany) 

17.30 End of the conference 


