= idw - Informationsdienst Wissenschaft
I w Nachrichten, Termine, Experten

Press release

Leibniz-Zentrum fiir Marine Tropenforschung (ZMT)

Dr. Susanne Eickhoff

ZMTZS
03/22/2018 =
http://idw-online.de/en/news691304 LEIBNIZ-ZENTRUM

fiir Marine Tropenforschung

Contests / awards, Miscellaneous scientific news/publications
Biology, Environment / ecology, Geosciences, Oceanology / climate, Social studies
transregional, national

Innovation Award of the United Nations Environment Programme for PhD
Student from ZMT

Roger Spranz, a former PhD student at the Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research (ZMT), and his
colleagues have been honoured with an innovation prize from the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) for their "Tasini" project. The jury of the "Clean Seas Innovation Challenge", a
competition that recognises students worldwide for original solutions to the problem of marine litter,
chose the Tasini project together with three further proposals from a total of 200 submitted entries.

Roger Spranz, a former PhD student at the Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research (ZMT), and his colleagues have
been honoured with an innovation prize from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the "Tasini"
project. The jury of the "Clean Seas Innovation Challenge", a competition that recognises students worldwide for
original solutions to the problem of marine litter, chose the Tasini project together with three further proposals from a
total of 200 submitted entries. The award was presented recently at the International Marine Debris Conference in San
Diego, USA.

Indonesia counts among one of the biggest contributors to the problem of plastic waste in the oceans. Around 10 million
plastic bags are used in the country every day. Three years ago, social scientist Roger Spranz from ZMT started a
research project in Bali for his doctoral thesis. His work examined incentives that can be used to encourage people to use
fewer plastic bags.

Spranz and his colleagues came up with the idea of "Tasini", reusable shopping bags made from recycled plastic waste
and designed in the shape of sea animals. The little turtles, octopus, sharks and rays are not only a fashion accessory but
serve as environmental ambassadors raising awareness of the marine litter issue. The foldable bags can be attached to a
key ring and replace up to 400 plastic bags a year — a fun way to protect the environment!

The production of “Tasini” bags with high environmental and social standards has now started in Indonesia. "We were
able to reduce production costs and thus to reach even more people," reports Roger Spranz. Part of the project is a
large-scale information campaign on the subject of marine litter. "We are currently developing entertaining and
educational cartoon films with Tasini characters and a Tasini game app," says Spranz. "We have also had great interest
in Europe and are currently considering how we can use Tasini most effectively in Germany to reduce the number plastic
bags used.”

According to UNEP, eight million tons of plastic enter the oceans every year — calculated per minute this is as much as a
full garbage truck can transport. This plastic waste threatens the lives of countless fish and other marine animals, can
disturb entire marine and coastal ecosystems and end up in the food chain.

UNEP launched the "Clean Seas" campaign at the beginning of 2017 to address the problem. "The winners of the "Clean
Seas" competition have shown great creativity in proposing solutions to one of the most pressing environmental
problems of our time," said Executive Director Erik Solheim in a UNEP press release.

Further information...
...on the project "Tasini"
https://makingoceansplasticfree.com/
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...on the UN Environment Programme Innovation Award
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/cleanseas-innovation-challenge-awards-bright-idea
s-fight-marine
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Roger Spranz and colleague Paritosha Kobbe at the presentation of the Clean Seas Innovation Challenge Award in San
Diego
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The reusable shopping bag "Tasini"
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