
idw - Informationsdienst Wissenschaft
Nachrichten, Termine, Experten
idw - Informationsdienst Wissenschaft
Nachrichten, Termine, Experten

Press release
Herzog August Bibliothek
Antje Dauer
05/05/2025
http://idw-online.de/en/news851503
Advanced scientific education, Miscellaneous scientific news/publications
Cultural sciences, History / archaeology, Language / literature, Philosophy / ethics, Religion
transregional, national

 Half a Century of Research Funding

Page 1

The Herzog August Library (HAB) is celebrating a special anniversary: for 50 years, it has been offering
researchers from around the world the opportunity to work with the unique holdings of the Wolfenbüttel
Library through its fellowship programs.

The first fellows began their scholarly work in Wolfenbüttel in the spring of 1975. In accordance with the program’s
original guidelines, a scholar who had already completed his doctorate was selected. Today, the library awards research
fellowships to applicants at all stages of their academic careers. The funding opportunities are aimed at the
international research community and are interdisciplinary in nature. In addition to the scholarly quality of the proposed
project, a key requirement for receiving a fellowship is a clear connection to the HAB’s collections.

Over the years, the program has become a vital engine for international academic exchange. During their time together
in Wolfenbüttel, researchers form connections that often remain strong long after their stay. Thus, Wolfenbüttel is not
only a place of intellectual exchange but, for many, also a site of lasting memory and a formative experience in their
academic journey.

The first fellowships in the 1970s were initially funded by the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk, which also appointed a scholarly
advisory board to select the fellows. After the Lower Saxony state parliament voted in favor of continuing the program in
1978, the state assumed responsibility for it in 1981. Over the years, additional fellowship programs have been
established, particularly through the initiatives of private sponsors. As a result, the fellowship program of the Herzog
August Bibliothek is not only a testament to successful institutional support but also evidence of the commitment of
many partners who continue to enable and enrich scholarly work in Wolfenbüttel to this day.
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Fellows enjoying coffee together in the Silbersaal of the Anna Vorwerk Haus
HAB


